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Photos from 2019 Catholic School Olympics



Story by Amelia Flood, University Marketing and Communications, 
Saint Louis University. This story was originally published online at 
slu.edu and appeared in the University's newsletter, Newslink.

St. Louis University’s Billiken Teacher Corps hosted 
hundreds of grade and high school students from across 
the Archdiocese of St. Louis this week for the annual 
Catholic School Olympics on Saturday, Jan. 26.
 
Student "Olympians" from Catholic schools across the St. 
Louis Archdiocese gather at SLU.
Students from schools including Christ Light of Nations, 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Louis Catholic Academy, Trinity 
Catholic High School, Bishop DuBourg High School, Most 
Holy Trinity, Little Flower School, St. Cecilia, and St. Francis 
Cabrini took part in the day’s games and activities.
 
“These visiting students are the future and fire of the 
Church,” SLU junior Nick Bernard said. “We want to show 
them that we appreciate them, that we believe in them, 
and that we can’t wait to see the Saints they’ll grow into. 
Catholic education is worth celebrating because of the 
young hearts and minds it’s forming – we’re celebrating 
those young hearts and minds.”
 
Older students rotated between stations, played sports, 
tested their trivia wits and learned a dance. First through 
third-graders made rosaries, played winter-themed games 
and decorated cookies with SLU student volunteers.
 
The Catholic School Olympians received tickets to cheer 
on the Billikens against Davidson.
The Billiken Teacher Corps partners with the archdiocese 
as well as the Institute for Catholic Education, Billiken 
Teacher Corps Alumni Chapter, SLU’s School of Education, 
the University’s Catholic Studies Program, the SLU 
Children’s Miracle Network Dance Marathon, Alpha Delta 
Gamma fraternity, the University’s Cheer and Dance 
Team and SLUnatics to put on the Olympics.
 
The event helps expose the younger students, particularly 
those from urban Catholic schools, to a college campus, 
Bernard explained, encouraging them to imagine 
themselves as college students and to point them toward 
the opportunities for growth and community offered at 
SLU and other universities.

Billiken Teacher Corps 
Hosts Catholic School 
Olympics

“We are about forming saints and scholars,” Ronny 
O’Dwyer, S.J., director of the Billiken Teacher Corps, said. 
 “Events like this gather students together and help them 
get excited about belonging to the Catholic educational 
community during Catholic Schools Week. It’s about 
showing students that they’re part of something greater 
— the joy of the Gospel.”





Though a teacher’s early morning wake-up alarm can 
sometimes feel like the unwelcome interruption to a 
peaceful night’s rest (especially if it comes on a 
weekend), I think I can speak on behalf of not just myself, 
but all BTC teachers when I say that the Saturday 
morning alarm, on the day of the Catholic School 
Olympics, feels more like Christmas morning.
 
For me, I heard the alarm and eagerly jumped out of bed, 
threw on my favorite BTC shirt, braided my hair (per my 
student’s request), and raced off to St. Louis Catholic 
Academy - where I am the 1st Grade Teacher, to meet 
my students. As I pulled into the parking lot, my students 
enthusiastically flooded my car, more than excited that 
the big day was finally here: today, they got to enjoy a full 
day of the college experience and a basketball game to-
boot.

Julie Gates, BTC2
Passing the Torch The 2nd Annual BTC Olympics was the perfect way to 

kick off Catholic Schools week. From the moment we 
stepped off the bus, we were welcomed with warm 
smiles from BTC members, cheering from SLU 
cheerleaders, music from the SLU pep band, and 
excitement all around. For my 1st graders, the word 
“college” is a mystery, but after the Olympics I think 
they might be a bit more interested in learning more 
about it.  As we ran through the tunnel of SLU 
cheerleaders and students onto the campus of St. Louis 
University, they were wide eyed and in awe. The 
buildings were big, there were bright screens saying 
“welcome”, and the SLU Billiken himself was there too. 
The morning was filled with fantastic games, cookie 
decorating, bouncy houses, and dancing. But the 
highlight for my class was the real life college 
basketball game.
 
From the opening introductions with the fire blazing 
pillars around the players, to the halftime antics and 
snacks, and all the way to the last second 3 pointer, my 
SLCA 1st graders were on the edge of their seats. Their 
bellies were filled with hot dogs and popcorn as they 
cheered for this weird looking blue and white Billiken 
thing. Maybe it’s okay that they don't yet realize that 
college kids still have to go to class.
 
As an alumna of the Billiken Teacher Corps, I love that I 
was able to share this experience with my students and 
I am grateful for the opportunity to be able to show my 
students what college could be like. Now, the St. Louis 
University pennant that hangs in our classroom means 
just a little bit more. Many students, both my own and 
others, who visited SLU on that cold Saturday, dream to 
be the first in their family to go to college and now ... 
they have an idea of what “college” could be.



My name is Owen Dabek, I am a member of BTC 2.  I am 
currently in my third year of teaching.  
I was born and raised in Lorain, OH.  I attended four 
different Catholic schools in the Dioceses of Cleveland 
and Toledo before graduating High School with two 
Associates degrees from Lorain County Community 
College.  I then went to finish my Bachelors in English 
Literature at Cleveland State University.  
 
After the BTC, what do you do now?
I currently teach at Holy Trinity School in St. Ann, MO.  I 
teach 5th and 6th grade Reading, English, and Social 
Studies, I also teach 7th and 8th grade Social Studies in 
addition to being the 8th grade homeroom teacher and 
their Confirmation Catechist.  
 
What is your favorite part about your job?
My favorite part of being a teacher is being the one that 
gets to answer those awkward questions truthfully and 
honestly; I get to be the one that inspires thinking about 
history and reading critically, and corrects you when 
you ask "Can I?" instead of "May I?"  I get to watch as the 
closer relationship with God forms and inspire students 
to continually strive to be the best versions of 
themselves.  
 
How did the BTC affect your decision to stay in 
Catholic education?
The BTC made [teaching in a Catholic school] a reality 
for me financially, spiritually, and technically.  The 
experience allowed for me to understand that teaching 
in a Catholic School is part of my vocation, and it 
supported me as a novice educator to teach and learn 
through the whole person.
 
What was your favorite memory during your time in 
the BTC?
My love language is time spent. The most comforting 
part of my time in the BTC was knowing that I would 
return home and spending the evening grading papers, 
lesson planning, and completing our own classwork on 
the second floor with at least 12 other people.  That 
time spent together knowing that, while you had to go 
work at your own individual school, you came home to 
a loving group of people that would offer to help you if 
you only asked.  I also really enjoyed our dinner 
"experiences"  which were always an adventure.

Congratulations on being awarded the "Missouri 
Association of College for Teacher Education Outstanding 
Beginning Teacher Award"!  How did you react to this 
nomination, and what people during your Teacher training 
have helped you get to this point?
I quite honestly thought it was vanity award when I first got 
the an email about it.  It wasn't until SLU sent me a 
congratulations letter that I realized it wasn't.  While it is nice 
to be recognized, I keep reminding myself that, just like my 
students who write A.M.D.G. at the top of their papers, what I 
do is for the greater glory of God, and I thank Him for the 
recognition and point it right back to him.  He has worked 
through some amazing people to get me this far.  Fr. Ronny 
who was always available to advise spiritually and geek out 
about liturgy.  The wonderful professors at SLU that work 
very hard behind the scenes and in the classrooms to 
support us and help us grow as educators.  My University 
Supervisors, Dr. Pete Musso and Dr. Lynn Wuebbles who 
taught me to lesson plan and differentiate instruction. My 
principal, Margaret Ahle, for being supportive of new ideas 
and best practices and being a friend and a sounding board 
for new lessons. Finally, and most importantly I think, my own 
Cohort who inspired and pushed me to be a better version of 
myself everyday.  I thank God for working thorough all of 
these and more, for they helped me bring glory to His name.
 
What is your advice for other beginning teachers?
I know that this has been said before, but I truly believe that 
as a teacher the best advice is to find a group of teachers 
become friends with them and let them be your people.  Let 
them be the ones you go to help and ask for help.  As Dr. 
Tichy always says, "The Physics teacher solves the English 
teacher's problems."  Find that group and stick to them.

Missouri Outstanding Beginning 
Teacher Awardee:

Owen Dabek 



Thanks for your support! 
See you next year!


